Gene, Danny:

This is my recommendation for the MEX bistatic radar operation this evening.

It is pretty relaxed.  Signals are weak, there are only a couple FRO's, and there's plenty of time for everything.

I have a flight scheduled to arrive at Burbank at 17:40 PDT. I'm going to try to rendezvous with my nephew (recently moved from NY to LA) for dinner, which should still get me to JPL before the pre-cal starts at 20:30 PDT.

Dick
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2006/222 (UTC)

- - - - - - -

03:30  Begin Pre-cal at DSS 43

       FGAIN = 60 dB (all channels)

       FRO_X = 0; FRO_S = 0 (changes later)

       Start 4-channel 25 kHz recordings after Step 4

       Stop 25 kHz recording after Step 18

05:30  Begin track (spacecraft is S + X modulated)

05:46  X-Band modulation off

05:49  Resume 25 kHz recording (SCHAN 3)

06:15  Begin SLEW #1

06:25  Begin MiniCal #1

06:40  End MiniCal #1 (end of Step 5)

06:44  Begin 4-channel 100 kHz recordings (SCHAN 4)

06:45  End SLEW #1

       Begin BSR (expect RCP echoes stronger; echo -4 kHz from X-carrier)

07:15  FRO_X = +5000 Hz (SCHAN 3; 25 kHz)

07:25  FRO_X = +12000 Hz (SCHAN 3; 25 kHz)

07:31  Begin SLEW #2

       End BSR

07:32  Stop 100 kHz recording (SCHAN 4)

07:33  FRO_X = 0 (SCHAN 3; 25 kHz)

07:35  Begin MiniCal #2

07:50  End MiniCal #2 (end of Step 5)

08:16  End SLEW #2 (MEX on Earth point)

08:25  EOT

       Begin Post-Cal

09:25  End Post-cal (if not before)

       End 25 kHz recordings

       End of Activity

